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5 MINUTE LESSONS ON THE KINGDOM OF GOD

The Strength of a Covenant

This is an interesting story about God'’s friend Abraham and a king named Abimelech.
Let’s read the story and then make some observations.

“lIAbraham left Hebron and traveled to southern Canaan where he stayed
awhile between Kadesh and Shur. When he moved to Gerar, 2he told people
that his wife Sarah was his sister. Abimelech king of Gerar heard this, so he
sent some servants to take her. 3But one night God spoke to Abimelech in a
dream and said, “You will die. The woman you took is married.’

4But Abimelech had not gone near Sarah, so he said, ‘Lord, would you destroy
an innocent nation? SAbraham himself told me, “This woman is my sister,” and
she also said, “He is my brother.” | am innocent. | did not know | was doing
anything wrong.’

6Then God said to Abimelech in the dream, ‘Yes, | know you did not realize
what you were doing. So I did not allow you to sin against me and touch her.
7Give Abraham his wife back. He is a prophet. He will pray for you, and you
will not die. But if you do not give Sarah back, you and all your family will
surely die.’

8So early the next morning, Abimelech called all his officers and told them
everything that had happened in the dream. They were very afraid. °Then
Abimelech called Abraham to him and said, ‘What have you done to us? What
wrong did | do against you? Why did you bring this trouble to my kingdom?
You should not have done these things to me. 1YWhat were you thinking that
caused you to do this?’

""Then Abraham answered, ‘I thought no one in this place respected God and
that someone would Kill me to get Sarah. 12And it is true that she is my sister.
She is the daughter of my father, but she is not the daughter of my mother.
BWhen God told me to leave my father’s house and wander in many different
places, | told Sarah, “You must do a special favor for me. Everywhere we go
tell people | am your brother.”

14Then Abimelech gave Abraham some sheep, cattle, and male and female
slaves. He also gave Sarah, Abraham’s wife, back to him '5and said, ‘Look
around you at my land. You may live anywhere you want.’


https://delessons.org/tools/the-kingdom-of-god/the-strength-of-a-covenant/?source=pdf
https://delessons.org/tools/the-kingdom-of-god/the-strength-of-a-covenant/?source=pdf
https://delessons.org/tools/the-kingdom-of-god/the-strength-of-a-covenant/?source=pdf

16 Abimelech said to Sarah, ‘| gave your brother Abraham twenty-five pounds
of silver to make up for any wrong that people may think about you. | want
everyone to know that you are innocent.’

17”Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech, his wife, and his
servant girls so they could have children. 18The Lord had kept all the women
in Abimelech’s house from having children as a punishment on Abimelech for
taking Abraham’s wife Sarah.” (Genesis 20:1-18 New Century Version)

There are two men mentioned in this story. Abraham and King Abimelech. According to
Genesis 20:2 & 5, notice who was the liar and deceiver of the other.

“2he told people that his wife Sarah was his sister. Abimelech king of
Gerar heard this, so he sent some servants to take her. SAbraham
himself told me, ‘This woman is my sister,’ and she also said, ‘He is
my brother.” | am innocent. | did not know | was doing anything wrong.”
(Genesis 20:2, 5 New Century Version)

| am sure God did not approve of Abraham’s lies and deceit. But who did God side with
in the story, was it Abimelech or Abraham? It was Abraham. Why? Because Abraham
had a covenant with God and was God’s friend. Genesis 15:1 & 18 says,

“The Lord spoke his word to Abram in a vision: Abram, don’t be
afraid. | will defend you, and I will give you a great reward.” 18So on
that day the Lord made an agreement (or covenant) with Abram...”
(Genesis 15:1, 18 New Century Version)

And James 2:23 says,

“..Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and
he was called the Friend of God.” (James 2:23)

Even though Abraham was in the wrong, who did God say should pray for the other?
Abraham was to pray for Abimelech.

“TGive Abraham his wife back. He is a prophet. He will pray for you,

and you will not die. But if you do not give Sarah back, you and all your
family will surely die.” '7"Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed
Abimelech, his wife, and his servant girls so they could have children.
8The Lord had kept all the women in Abimelech’s house from having
children as a punishment on Abimelech for taking Abraham’s wife Sarah.”
(Genesis 20:7, 17-18 New Century Version)

Even though we sometimes fail (like Abraham), who is on our side?

“If God be for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31 KJV)



Questions

o Because of Jesus’ shed blood and God’s covenant of mercy, how does God deal
with us?

9 How does God save us?

e Why did God save us?

We want to hear from you!

We would love to hear your feedback on these lessons and how you use them in your own study
or in discipling others. If you have any thoughts, stories, testimonies, comments, or questions we
would love to hear them!
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Answer Key

o Because of Jesus’ shed blood and God’s covenant of mercy, how does God deal
with us?

iniquities will | remember no more.” (Hebrews 8:12 KJV)

(“Forl will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their)

9 How does God save us?

“he saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but
because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth
and new life through the Holy Spirit.” (Titus 3:5 NLT)

9 Why did God save us?

/“4Long ago, even before he made the world, God chose us to be his

us holy in his eyes, without a single fault—we who stand before him
covered with his love. 5His unchanging plan has always been to adopt

this because he wanted to!

6Now all praise to God for his wonderful kindness to us and his favor

that he has poured out upon us because we belong to his dearly loved

Son. 7So overflowing is his kindness toward us that he took away

all our sins through the blood of his Son, by whom we are saved;

8and he has showered down upon us the richness of his grace...”
\_(Ephesians 1:4-8 The Living Bible)

~

very own through what Christ would do for us; he decided then to make

us into his own family by sending Jesus Christ to die for us. And he did




