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5 MINUTE LESSONS ON THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Receiving Jesus as
Your Personal Savior

What does it mean to receive Jesus as your personal Savior? Is it a prayer that you
pray? Is it asking Jesus into your heart? What is a savior? What is a personal savior?

When you follow the teachings of Jesus in the Gospels, (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John), and learn to follow the Apostles’ teachings, the sermons they preached and

the gospel call, did anyone ever use this terminology, “Ask Jesus to be your personal
savior?” Did anyone appeal to people to ask Jesus into their heart? Have we not read
closely the words of the apostolic preaching and their request for response? The angels
that announced the birth of Christ in Luke chapter 2 verse 10 and 11 states,

“10And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings
of great joy, which shall be to all people.

"For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11 KJV)

Notice that the Bible states that there was born a Savior. Let me ask you a question.
Were there saviors born at other times and places other than the Savior Jesus Christ our
Lord?

| believe if we made a study of the word “savior,” we would discover that God called
many saviors or deliverers (for that is what a savior is), to deliver His people from their
bondages. A savior implies the need of someone who is helpless, that cannot rescue
themselves from their dilemma. Therefore God raised up saviors or judges in the Old
Testament to deliver His people from their oppressions and bondages. But there was
prophesied in the Scripture, One coming that would be the Savior that would pay a price
for the entire world to be saved from the penalty of their sins and to break the power

that sin brings with it. We read about this freedom in Romans chapter 3 through chapter
5, where it talks about the free gift of justification, the gift of being made right before
God, through the propitiation, the atonement, the ransom, the death and burial and
resurrection of Jesus our Lord. He was a Savior to save us and make us in right standing
with God, a Holy God, through a gift of righteousness as Jesus brings us this gift through
faith in His blood (Romans 3:25).

So when a person cries out to Jesus to be their personal Savior, they should be crying
out to be saved from the penalty of their sin (justification) and the power of their sin
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called sanctification, to live a repented life towards God, away from darkness, into
light, away from the authority of Satan, into a life of a new authority, the authority of
Jesus our Savior and Lord. This is why the Bible calls for repentance, a change of
heart and turning towards God, that continues through a faith that follows Jesus daily
(Luke 9:23 KJV). As stated in Colossians 1:13-14 and Ephesians 2:8-9,

“3Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us
into the kingdom of his dear Son:

14In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of
sins:” (Colossians 1:13-14 KJV)

“8For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God:
9Not of works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

For by grace, God’s unmerited, undeserved, favor and kindness, we are saved. This
salvation is through our Deliverer, Jesus Christ, who has saved us from the penalty of
our sin and the power of our sin. This is God’s gift to us. It is not of ourselves, it is God’s
gift.

“23For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

24Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ

Jesus:

25Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to

declare his righteousness for the remission of sins...” (Romans 3:23-25 KJV)

Romans 3:23 is telling us that everyone has sinned (present tense) and continues to
come short of God’s glory.

But the good news is, God is making us righteous (present tense), freely as a gift. This
is by His undeserved kindness. This gift of being right with God, has come through
redemption, ransom, propitiation, and atonement through Jesus’ blood. That’s how God
offers us this free gift. It's the free gift of righteousness through Christ’s atonement.

God has made Jesus to be an atonement and a propitiation which is a word that means
the Old Testament mercy seat of the ark. This is the place where we find mercy and
forgiveness through faith in Jesus’ blood. He is declaring His righteousness. He is giving
His righteousness as a gift and He does this through the remission of our sins. This is
truly God’s good news.



Questions

o Look through the book of Acts to discover what the Apostles were teaching. What
were they calling for as a response from their preaching? This may go against your own
tradition. Discuss your answers among yourselves.

We want to hear from you!

We would love to hear your feedback on these lessons and how you use them in your own study
or in discipling others. If you have any thoughts, stories, testimonies, comments, or questions we
would love to hear them!
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Answer Key

o Look through the book of Acts to discover what the Apostles were teaching. What
were they calling for as a response from their preaching? This may go against your own
tradition. Discuss your answers among yourselves.



