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STUDYING THE BOOK OF MATTHEW 
IN SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS  

Lesson 76 - Divorce - Matthew 19:1-12 

Read the following verses in the New International Version or a translation of your choice.  Then discuss the 

questions that follow.  Questions should be studied by each individual before your discussion group meets. 

Materials may be copied and used for Bible study purposes.  Not to be sold. 

 
MT 19:1 When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into the 
region of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. [2] Large crowds followed him, and he 
healed them there. 
 
    MT 19:3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man 
to divorce his wife for any and every reason?" 
 
    MT 19:4 "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator `made 
them male and female,' [5] and said, `For this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh' ? [6] So they are no 
longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 
 
    MT 19:7 "Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give his wife a 
certificate of divorce and send her away?" 
 
    MT 19:8 Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your 
hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. [9] I tell you that anyone 
who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman 
commits adultery." 
 
    MT 19:10 The disciples said to him, "If this is the situation between a husband and 
wife, it is better not to marry." 
 
    MT 19:11 Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom 
it has been given. [12] For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others 
were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the 
kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it." 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Lesson 76 - Divorce - Matthew 19:1-12 

914.  Where did Jesus go after telling the Parable of the Unmerciful Servant? (19:1)  

915.  Who accompanied Jesus? (19:2)  

916.  Who approached Jesus with the motive of testing Him? (19:3)  
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917.  What trick question did the Pharisees ask Jesus? (19:3)  

918.  How did Jesus respond to the Pharisees’ question? (19:4-6)  

919.  What did Jesus quote? Why? (19:4-5)  

920.  What did Jesus say is God’s ideal for marriage? (19:6)  

921.  What follow-up question did Jesus’ enemies ask? (19:7)  

922.  How did Jesus respond to the second question about divorce? (19:8)  

923.  Jesus allowed for divorce under what condition? (19:9)  

924.  What did the disciples think about Jesus’ view of marriage and divorce? (19:10)  

925.  What did Jesus teach about those who never marry? (19:11-12)  

Lesson 77 - The Little Children and Jesus - Matthew 19:13-15 

 
MT 19:13 Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them 
and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought them. 
 
    MT 19:14 Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." [15] When he had placed his hands 
on them, he went on from there. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Lesson 77 - The Little Children and Jesus - Matthew 19:13-15 

926.  What people were being brought to Jesus? Why? (19:13)  

927.  Why were children being brought to Jesus? (19:13)  

928.  To whom did some parents bring their children? Why? (19:13)  

929.  How did the disciples react to the fact that children were being brought to Jesus? 
(19:13)  

930.  On whom did the disciples vent their displeasure? (19:13)  

931.  How did Jesus correct the disciples? (19:14)  

932.  Why did Jesus command the disciples to allow the children to come to Him? 
(19:14)  
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933.  According to Jesus, what kind of people will possess the kingdom of heaven? 
(19:14)  

934.  What did Jesus do for the little children? (19:15)  

935.  What did Jesus do after He spent time with the children? (19:15)  

936.  What did Jesus mean by saying that "the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these"? 

Lesson 78 - The Rich Young Man - Matthew 19:16-30 

 
MT 19:16 Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing must I 
do to get eternal life?" 
 
    MT 19:17 "Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. "There is only 
One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments." 
 
    MT 19:18 "Which ones?" the man inquired. 
    Jesus replied, " `Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give 
false testimony, [19] honor your father and mother,'* and `love your neighbor as 
yourself.' " 
 
    MT 19:20 "All these I have kept," the young man said. "What do I still lack?" 
 
    MT 19:21 Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 
 
    MT 19:22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great 
wealth. 
 
    MT 19:23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of heaven. [24] Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 
 
    MT 19:25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, 
"Who then can be saved?" 
 
    MT 19:26 Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God 
all things are possible." 
 
    MT 19:27 Peter answered him, "We have left everything to follow you! What then will 
there be for us?" 
 
    MT 19:28 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when 
the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on 
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twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. [29] And everyone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will 
receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. [30] But many who are first 
will be last, and many who are last will be first. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Lesson 78 - The Rich Young Man - Matthew 19:16-30 

937.  What question was asked of Jesus at the beginning of this story? (19:16)  

938.  How did Jesus respond to the man’s question? (19:17-19)  

939.  What astonishing claim did the young man make? (19:20)  

940.  What further assignment did Jesus give the man who came to Him? (19:21)  

941.  How did the man react to Jesus’ demands? (19:22)  

942.  What amazing statement did Jesus make to His disciples about riches and the 
kingdom of God? (19:23-24)  

943.  How did the disciples respond when they heard how hard it is for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom of heaven? (19:25)  

944.  How did Christ explain His statement about rich people and heaven? (19:25)  

945.  When he applied the truth about riches to the disciples, Peter asked what 
question? (19:27)  

946.  What insights into the future did Christ give in His promise? (19:28)  

947.  What did Jesus promise the twelve disciples? (19:28-29)  

948.  What further promise did Jesus make to Christians through the ages who make 
sacrifices for Him? (19:29)  

949.  How are spiritual values different from worldly values? (19:30)  

 


